New Zealand Day 6
Today we went into Napier to take pictures of the art deco architecture and to do some shopping before wine tasting. 

Napier had a very severe earthquake in 1931 which destroyed most of the city, leveled the buildings and raised the land that was under water to above sea level.  The town was rebuilt over the next several years and those who rebuilt it decided on an art deco style of architecture for the main buildings.  So, many of Napier’s buildings are in this style, which we took pictures of as we walked around the town. 

Interesting little town with shops that were fun to go into and browse.  We didn’t help the economy very much though.   Fern was thinking about buying a feathered boa in one of the many shops selling 1930s vintage clothing, but decided against it.
After about 2 hours of walking and browsing, we’re off to the wine country.  Around Napier there’s Cape Kidnappers, home to some wineries and then off to Hawke’s Bay to explore more wineries there.  We tasted some very good Pinot Noirs, Sauvignon Blancs, Cabernet, Merlot blends and others.  We bought a couple of bottles to take back. 

The last winery we visited, Church Road Winery, had a museum in the basement which we were shown.  Here, the winery has a collection of ancient Roman artifacts having to do with wine as well as museum-like displays of life-sized mannequins using the old equipment that had been saved throughout the years.  We’ve been to many wineries in many parts of the world, but never one that had a museum as part of the winery itself.  This particular winery is also the second oldest one in\New Zealand.  The museum was possible, we were told, because New Zealanders never throw anything away.  In fact, there was a newer building that we were also shown which was constructed mainly of recycled wood beams and other materials.  While the wines were quite pleasant, the tour was the highlight.  Church Road is owned by Montana Wines whose wines are sold in the US under the Brancott label since they don’t come from the state of Montana.  Montana Wines is owned by Pernod Ricard.
Hawke’s Bay is also famous for its olives and olive oil which we also tasted.


It was a  beautiful day here.  It was sunny with a fairly good breeze at times and cool, but comfortable in short sleeves without a jacket. 
Dinner tonight was at the Mission Estate winery, the oldest winery in New Zealand and a former Marist mission.  It’s a very popular location for special events, like weddings, parties, corporate gatherings and dinner.  There were lots of people there for a corporate event as well as several of us eating dinner.  Food was great and the service was excellent.  In all a great choice.
